
Chapter 11: New Spirituality:  Just a 
woke way of saying idolatry - I Don’t 
Need God, I am “God."


A group of progressive people met in a funky-
smelling-smoked-filled basement, sitting in the 
sukhasana  position.  All of them chanted 84

"namaste" with the goal of aligning their chakras 
and achieving Christ Consciousness.   I was 85

invited to a New Age/New Spirituality meeting 
for my research.  What I witnessed was a 
throwback to Woodstock and the Beatles 
revolution.  Men wore rose-colored glasses, most 
sported bell-bottom pants, psychedelic tie-dyed 
shirts, and carried murses (man-purses).  Some 
danced to The 5th Dimension’s Age of Aquarius.   
86

After the “ritual” no one attained Christ 
Consciousness, but two claimed they got close.  

Christ Consciousness (according to the New Age 
Movement) is the state of mind when one 
realizes he is divine and one with deity as Jesus 
realized He was Christ after He suffered and 
survived.  Once Jesus realized He was the Christ 
then he attained Christ Consciousness then 
could stop Him.  According to this foolishness, 
humans have the same ability - to come in tune 
with oneself with the aid of astrology, yoga, 
seances, and tarot cards; the occult, channeling 
of the dead, and whatever else is needed to help 
bring the individual to achieve the perfect state 
of one’s own deification.  (Arcoleo) (Piippo). One 
becomes their own god, if not in this life in the 
one to come through reincarnation.


 also referred to as easy pose, is a yoga asana performed in a seated position. Easy pose aids in opening the hips and aligning the spine, and its simplicity 84

makes it suitable for yogis of all skill levels, including beginners.

 In seeking Christ Consciousness, the idea is to transcend physical existence and experience one’s own divinity and God-like nature. It is a path of love, 85

peace, harmony and bliss, which leads to an understanding of the omnipresent higher power that connects all beings in the universe.

 “The lyrics of the song were rooted in astrology. Though astrologers differed on the year this new age would begin, the song proclaimed that a new “Age of 86

Aquarius” was at hand sometime after the 20th century. This age was to be characterized by love, light and humane, kind relationships, unlike the current 
“Age of Pisces.”’  (https://bit.ly/3OTkWau)

121

https://bit.ly/3OTkWau


What is New Age and New 
Spirituality (NAM)? 
87

The true essence of the "New Age" movement 
can be summarized quite simply;


E VERYONE CAN CREATE THEIR OWN 
REALITY,


BECAUSE EVERYONE IS THEIR OWN GOD.


What is NAM?   “New Age Spirituality is an 
umbrella term that describes a contemporary 
religious movement, not an organized religion. 
Proponents of the movement encourage 
striving to reach one’s full potential through an 
eclectic mixture of concepts and practices 
drawn from Eastern mysticism, Hinduism, 
Bu d d h i s m , m e t a p h ys i c s , n a t u r a l i s m , 
astrology, occultism, and science fiction. In its 
various forms, New Age spirituality is both 
monistic (believing that all reality is ultimately 
one) and pantheistic (believing that everything 
is divine). Unlike organized religions, New 
Age  spirituality has no founding figure, 
structured leadership, official headquarters, 
or authoritative writings that are accepted by 
all proponents. New Age spirituality has held 
considerable social sway over Western culture 
over the past three decades. An estimated 
one in three Americans accepts various 
elements of New Age ideology.”  (H Bavinck et al., 
Reformed Dogmatics / 2, God and Creation / Herman Bavinck ; 
John Bolt, General Ed. ; John Vriend, Transl. [from the 

Dutch].)


There are many forms and flavors of New Age 
Spirituality, and its packaging and delivery 

 New Age spirituality is an umbrella term that describes a contemporary religious movement, not an organized religion. Proponents of the movement 87

encourage striving to reach one’s full potential through an eclectic mixture of concepts and practices drawn from Eastern mysticism, Hinduism, Buddhism, 
metaphysics, naturalism, astrology, occultism, and science fiction. In its various forms, New Age spirituality is both monistic (believing that all reality is 
ultimately one) and pantheistic (believing that everything is divine). Unlike organized religions, New Age spirituality has no founding figure, structured 
leadership, official headquarters, or authoritative writings that are accepted by all proponents. New Age spirituality has held considerable social sway over 
Western culture over the past three decades. An estimated one in three Americans accepts various elements of New Age ideology.
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depend on the time and prevailing trends.  “New Age is a range of spiritual or religious 
practices and beliefs which rapidly grew in Western society during the early 1970s. Its 
highly eclectic and unsystematic structure makes a precise definition difficult. Although 
many scholars consider it a religious movement, its adherents typically see it as spiritual or 
as unifying Mind-Body-Spirit, and rarely use the term New Age themselves.” 


Most New Age followers deny Christianity  as most people understand Christianity, but are 
religious in the idolatrous sense.  It is their desire to become one with the spirit realm in 
some fashion - be it the universe, nature, cosmos, etc.  In essence, almost every guru from 
times past to present teach that the ultimate goal is nirvana.  


Nirvana has its origin in the 5th century B.C. with wealthy young man named a man named 
Siddhartha Gautama.


Gautama started to question the spiritual value of his opulent life and made the decision to 
relinquish all of his belongings and emotional ties, including his wife and young child. He 
aimed to comprehend the genuine essence of existence and perceived all of his 
connections as hindrances. Gautama became a vagrant without a home, surviving with 
only the bare necessities, fasting to the extent of near starvation.  Legend has it that after 
Siddhartha embarked on this path, he attained enlightenment. While meditating under a 
tree, he witnessed his own past lives as well as those of others. Gradually, he acquired a 
flawless, all-knowing understanding of this world and the world beyond.  In Buddhism, this 
state, which the Buddha couldn't relate in language, is called nirvana. The word is Sanskrit 
for "to extinguish." In this case, it means to extinguish ignorance, hatred and earthly 
suffering. The term is most closely associated with Buddhism, though it's applied to a 
similar concept in Hinduism.   (Nhất Hạnh, Thích)


By reaching nirvana, one can break free from samsara, the cycle of reincarnation present 
in both Hinduism and Buddhism. Every soul is rewarded or punished in each life based on 
their past actions or karma, accumulated from their current and past lives (including 
animal lives). It's important to note that karma is not a result of divine judgment, but more 
similar to Newton's law of motion - every action has an equal and opposite reaction, 
occurring automatically.  (Ibid)


Achieving nirvana means that one stops accumulating bad karma as they have 
transcended it. The rest of their life, and sometimes future lives, are spent "working off" 
any bad karma already accumulated.  (Ibid)


When one has fully escaped the karmic cycle, they attain parinirvana - the ultimate state 
of nirvana - in the afterlife. Similar to Hindu nirvana, souls that have attained parinirvana 
are liberated from the cycle of reincarnation. The Buddha did not provide any details about 
what parinirvana entails. In Buddhist philosophy, it is beyond the scope of ordinary human 
understanding.  (Ibid)
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Its Origin


Tracing the exact origin of New Age Religion is difficult. However, Genesis 3 provides 
insight from the Bible's perspective. 


In Tina Kolniak’s story on how she managed to leave the New Age Religion she says, “New 
Age spirituality feeds your ego by teaching that there is no right, no wrong, no objective 
truth—just a landscape of experiences that your soul goes through. It gives you false idols 
to worship, starting with yourself, teaching that you are always perfect where you are. It 
also teaches you to rely on spiritual experiences rather than rationality.”  (Kolniak). Satan 
convinced Eve that by taking matters into her own hands, she could become like God, with 
god-like knowledge and enlightenment. This is the aim of New Age Spirituality.


Idolatry is at the heart of New Age Spirituality.  In almost every New Age Spiritual practice 
the occult is used in some way - stones (massage stones for chakras), tea 
leaves, tarot cards, astrology, yoga, meditation techniques, mediumship, 
seances, mysticism, Zen meditation, planetary healing, I Ching, alternative 
medicine, channeling and use of Chrystals, psychic 
readings, horoscopes, extraterrestrial, channeling the 
people from the “Ancient city of Atlantis,”  and science.  


All this may sound silly to some people, but this is a multi-
billion dollar industry, and it is as attractive as the “apple”  to Eve.  88

(Genesis 3).  God offered Mankind paradise, yet that was not enough.  Man 
lusted for something different, not something greater, but something 
different.  Lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh, and the pride of life drove Man out of Perfect 
Paradise and continues to drive Man to alternative spiritual paths seeking enlightenment.  
(Romans 1:18-19, 20-22)


New Age Spirituality is often attributed to Indian and Hindu religions, but this is not entirely 
accurate. The roots of this movement can be traced back to the story of Adam and Eve and 

have been present in every generation since. While questioning beliefs is not inherently 
wrong, progressive thoughts have led many to seek their own spiritual paths 

separate from God. The 1960s saw a surge in drug-induced enlightenment, thanks 
to the love and peace generation.  Marijuana, LSD, and Acid were often used during 
so-called head trips, with users justifying the practice as a means of expanding 
consciousness.  Even today, it is common practice in New Age Practice to use some 

type of chemical, whether legal or illegal to reach a state of mental altered 
consciousness.    


 Eve’s “apple” was the desire to be like God, to be her own god.  The classic definition of idolatry.88
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Common Beliefs


• Cosmological determination 

Many astrologers believe that the positioning of stars and other celestial bodies 
significantly impacts the development of society and individuals. The Age of 
Pisces, in which people were focused on discovering their identity and existence, 
has now passed and we are in the Age of Aquarius. A desire for unity and peace 
characterizes this era. (Zengal). As a result, it is believed cultural changes are taking 
place and will continue to do so. To fully embrace this new age, we must let go of the 
beliefs and traditions influenced by the Piscean era. Instead, we should accept 
ourselves as individuals who do not need to rely on external beliefs. The idea that 
everything in us and in the universe (idolatry) is God is central to this new age, and 
we should strive to connect with this divine energy. This belief system, known as 
pantheism , acknowledges that the created order is part of God's eternal 89

sovereignty.


• Monistic energy

Some followers of the New Age movement believe in the concept of 
God and the universe being a single entity. They reject the idea 
of biblical monotheism and instead believe in monism  or 90

pantheism. According to these beliefs, every part of the 
universe contains divine energy, and in order to tap into this 
energy and regain personal power, one must achieve harmony 
with all aspects of the universe. The New Age movement 
presents various methods to achieve this unity, including 
ancient and modern forms of meditation, seances, divination, 
numerology, and incantation. Practicing yoga is also believed to aid i n 
the pursuit of balance and harmony in the New Age quest.  (Ibid)


• Law of Attraction 

This is likely the most well-known belief. It suggests that if we maintain a positive 
mindset and have faith, God will grant us our every desire. The Law of Attraction 
operates on the principle that "like attracts like." Those who teach this law often 

advise us to have faith, imagine, or picture what we want from God, and He will make 
it come true for us.


 the belief that God and the universe are the same thing. The term comes from the Greek words "pan" and "theos", which mean "all" and "God" 89

respectively. Pantheists believe that God is present in everything in the universe and nature. They believe that the universe, earth, and nature are divine and 
should be treated as sacred. Pantheism does not involve a belief in deities, spirits, or supernatural powers.

 a philosophical worldview that all of reality can be reduced to one thing or substance. It is the idea that all of existence is unified in a type of oneness. In 90

monism, only one supreme being exists, which may be conceived of as a type of God.
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The majority of Prosperity Gospel Preachers teach this falsehood (often 
“acronymned” LOA) - Joel Olsteen, T.D. Jakes, Kenneth Hagin, Kenneth Copeland, 
Oral Roberts, Joel Osteen, Creflo Dollar, Benny Hinn, Paula White, et al.  Take a look 
at the images below from a pastor’s website:


The “Read more here…” icon opens up a YouTube video that shows a blonde with 
cash raining on her.  This is from a Christian pastor promising an “automatic pilot” 
program to “manifest” and “attract” money and women.  Again, this is Eve’s “apple” 
the devil offered in Genesis 3 - the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the 
pride of life.  However, Christians must remember that our ultimate reward is in 
heaven.  Our duty is to have faith and love God above everything else, not the things 
of this world (1 John 2:15).  
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Joel Olsteen, one of America’s most famous LOA and Prosperity Gospel preachers 
teaches the following:


• Life and death is in the power of our tongue.


• Thank God in advance for your victory.


• Don’t pray away your problems – trust you’ll be right where you should be when 
the winds are done blowing.


• Relinquish control to God.  (Stop worrying, stop losing sleep.)


• Let go of what didn’t work out.


• God is for you, and wants you to make big bold requests.


• Make room for something big; you haven’t seen your best days yet.


• The first place we lose the battle is in our own thinking. Break free in your 
thinking!


• Dismiss those negative thoughts; release yourself from your limitations.


• Start talking, thinking and acting like your victory is going to happen.


• Speak the seeds of faith into being: “I am blessed, I am healthy, I am strong, I am 
victorious.”


• Take your praise to God, not your problems.


• Call the things that are not as if they already were.

What’s wrong with these mantra sayings?  Probably nothing, on the surface, and most can 
find their origin in the Scriptures.  However, it’s the wrapping that should concern us.  The 
nugget of truth is wrapped with lies.  For example, read Joel’s explanation on why God 
made Zechariah mute after he told him his wife would give birth to John the Baptist:  “Why 
did God take away his speech?  It’s because God knew that Zechariah’s negative words 
would cancel out His plan….See, God knows the power of our words. He knows we prophesy 
our future. And He knew Zechariah’s own negative words would stop His plan.”  (Olsteen). 
According to Olsteen, man has the power to change God’s divine and eternal plan by just 
speaking.  How arrogant as this places man above God!


• Follow your heart

In the self-help section, this has already been discussed.  The New Age Movement 
uses the same deception.  What could be wrong with the idea of following your 
heart?  What could go wrong?  Well, many tragedies have started with people 
following their hearts.  I’m reminded of a young lady who found out her partner had 
been unfaithful.  Her solution?  Her heart told her to get wasted the entire day and 
see what would unfold.  There is no need to go into details how her night ended, one 
need only to imagine.  The Scriptures warn us against following our hearts.  Hearts 
(mind) need to be trained; if not trained properly, it will be like the blind leading the 
blind.  “Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom will be 
delivered.”  (Proverbs 28:26; Jeremiah 17:9). 
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The risk of following our emotions is that the enemy can manipulate us, leading us 
away from God’s will and towards sinful behavior.  The heart is emotional and 
inconsistent.  Acting on an emotions and inconsistency is a recipe for disaster.  


• We are little or mini gods  Self-deification


Oprah Winfrey popularized a book called "The Secret". In it, the author, 
Rhonda Byrne, argues that humans can control every aspect of their 
lives through the Law of Attraction and energy. Byrne claims that 
individuals can write their own destinies and shape every event in their 
lives based on their thoughts. Some proponents of this philosophy 
even suggest that people can "claim" what they want and it will come to 
them. For instance, if someone desires to be cured from cancer, they 
simply need to declare it and they will be healed. Similarly, if someone 
desires to own a Maserati car, they only need to speak it into existence. 

However, this belief implies that individuals are their own gods.


The idea that sprinkling a little Bible and theology can attract masses and make one 
wealthy is prevalent in the church. However, this approach often promotes serving 
oneself and the desire for material wealth and fame. It presents a distorted view 
that Jesus died so we could have everything we want in this life. Although this may 
sound appealing, the Bible consistently teaches that God is holy, righteous, 
omnipresent and omniscient, while man has sinned and only through the death of 
Christ can one be made blameless before God, not through our own innate divinity.


Jeffery Ressner ‘s Time Magazine piece, “The Secret of Success,” exposes the 
book’s purpose. He wrote, “The film's backers say they deliberately aimed to make 
"wealth enhancement" a major element of the project. "We desired to hit the 
masses, and money is the number one thing on the masses' minds," says Bob 
Rainone, a former IBM salesman and telcom exec who now serves as Byrne's U.S. 
business partner. Wealth enhancement is also part of  The Secret's  business 
plan. “   (Ressner)


• All roads lead to heaven 


The New Age Movement teaches that no one religion is right and none are wrong, 
but that all have the answers because truth is subjective.  Truth is what you want it 
to be.  (This is why if a person desires to identify as a tiger he can be a tiger, it is his 
truth.). However, Jesus stated He is the Way, the Life, and the Truth.  There is One 
Way, One Life, and One Truth.  We may not like the One Way, One Truth, and One Life, 
but that does not change it.  (John 14:6; Matthew 7:13; 2 Timothy 4:3)
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The idea that there are no absolutes is extremely enticing in every generation.  
Some “cultural experts” call this phenomenon the cultural revolution, but every 
generation seems to experience this stage at some point - question and rebel 
against the status quo. “Live your truth?” The idea of creating our own truths can be 
tempting as it gives us the freedom to justify anything we do. For instance, if you are 
tired of having only one sexual partner even though you are married, you can justify 
it by creating your own truth that monogamy means your heart belongs to one 
person while your body can be open to many others. This way, you can avoid the 
inner conflict and excuse your actions. However, this may lead to moral and ethical 
concerns.


There is nothing godly about rejecting absolutes and one truth.  “Jesus saith unto 
him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.”  (John 14:6)  Jesus is the Truth, He is the only Way, and He is the Life.  There is 
no option left in His Word for substitutions and personal truths.   “Woe unto them 
that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; 
that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”  (Isaiah 5:20)  “No servant can serve 
two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold 
to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”  (Luke 16:13)


These verses teach that there is good and evil. Adam and Eve disobeyed by serving 
two opposing forces, which destroyed the concept of love and loyalty.  There is only 
one road that leads to enlightenment and His name is Jesus!


Its Appeal and Influence among Christians


Karma!  Good and bad karma.  “Karma will get you in the end.”  If you have ever heard these 
words understand they come from the New Age Movement.  Unfortunately, many 
Christians either believe in karma or somehow participate in it indirectly.  Karma is the 
relationship between a person's mental or physical action and the consequences following 
that action.  Karma is also known as “bad juju,” “the evil eye,” “jinx,” and “what goes around 
comes around.”  Another common karma-related concept is “no one leaves this world 
without paying for what they have done.”  


Karma is only one area of New Age beliefs that many Christians hold to as a belief system.  
This does not mean Christians are abandoning their religious beliefs for New Age 
Spirituality beliefs, but it does mean that many Christians have bought into these ideas and 
beliefs in addition to Christianity.  Many will say, “I’m not superstitious, but…”  Or, “I don’t 
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believe in karma, but…”  And, “I think the traffic gods were against me today because…”  
Whether these things are said flippantly or not, these beliefs are at the heart of the New 
Age Movement.  


Quija Boards have been a staple among teens as a fun and “innocent” game.  Many people 
see Ouija boards as harmless entertainment. Others believe Ouija boards are magic tools, 
portals to other dimensions, or divining oracles that allow spirits of the dead to 
communicate with the living. They are often considered to be communication gateways to 
those who have “passed over,” and those who sit around a Ouija board are participating in a 
séance. Of course, this is based on the supposition that spirits, or ghosts, exist in the first 
place and that they can, or even want to, communicate with the world of the living.  The 
number of young Christians engaging in playing with the Quija boards has increased 
tremendously.  


Movies:


Disney - It is worth considering how New Age 
occultism is being marketed to children, particularly in 
light of Hitler's quote, "He alone, who owns the youth, 
gains the future" (Hitler, 1935). The promotion of 
occultism to children can be seen in various media, 
such as movies, TV shows, books and video games. 
However, the earliest promoter of this theme was 
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Disney. In the 1937 movie "Snow White," magic was used as a major theme in the 
storyline, and it has continued to be a recurring theme in many of Disney's cartoons, 
along with the supernatural portrayal of talking animals. In fact, Disney's tagline is 
"The Magic Kingdom." It is important to note that the Bible strongly condemns 
witchcraft in several places. Therefore, even though it may be popular with many 
Christians, Disney does not promote a Christian worldview and, in fact, promotes a 
New Age worldview.

How popular is Disney? In addition to the fantasy-based animation, Disney was a 
groundbreaker in the 1950s by having a theme park as a travel destination for 
families. This shows that a Disney animation is not just a onetime event to view on a 
movie screen, but families can embrace the “Magic Kingdom” by spending their 
family vacations immersing children in the “magic” experience to continue the 
fantasy. During opening year in 1955, Disney had its one-millionth visitor. By 1965, 50 
million have visited.   (Parker)  


“Disney magic is even more elusive. Some say it is in the attractions, some say it is 
in the atmosphere, and some credit the can-do attitude of the Cast Members. But 
nearly everyone who visits the parks agrees: The magic is there; they just can’t 
quite put their finger on where. And like the magician, Disney’s magic also lies in the 
slight of hand, the hidden detail.”  (Veness)


Star Wars - Howe and Geisler in their book The Religion of 
the Force wrote; “We say that the Force best fits a 
conceptual model of God that is “mostly pantheistic” (in 
which all that is real is part of God) because many of the truth 
claims about the Force fit the pantheistic model well. One 
clear example of this can be heard when Obi Wan explained 
that the Force is, “an energy field created by all living things. 
It surrounds us, penetrates us. It binds the galaxy together.” 
This fits the pantheistic and panentheistic models of God 
well. But we also recognize that George Lucas and his saga are highly syncretistic 
and not every claim about the Force fits one single model. Other religio-
philosophical claims about the Force in Star Wars seem to have been influenced by 
elements from Zoroastrian dualism, Manichean dualism, Taoism, Qigong, Prana, 
Zen Buddhism and Stoicism. With some exceptions, many of these elements fit 
very naturally with pantheism.”   (Geisler & Howe 96)


Mega Churches and their Music:


Megachurches are growing at a rapid pace all over the Western World.  Their 
business model is approaching smaller churches with an aging membership and 
offering them a dynamic speaker and financial security.  Or as one NPR reporter 
noted, "You need a building, we need a pastor.”   (Neuman).   They keep the older 
pastor, allow him to serve in a limited capacity until retirement, beam in the sermon 
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via television screens with a message from the main campus from a hip young 
pastor, and “rebirth the church” with young people.  What’s the attraction?  
According to the NPR report, it’s the pillar and core beliefs (ibid):


• Grace wins


• Truth is relative (Here is the New Age Movement - ETR) 
91

• Positive preaching, no negative (Here is the New Age Movement - ETR)


• Church is fun


• The mix includes church barbecues, pizza, and movie nights


• Worship is to be loud and casual - people can wear flip-flops and drink coffee


• Do not compete with the world; put the timeless message of Jesus into new 
wineskins


• Steer clear of politics


Hillsong church  and Hillsong United have made their mark in the world with their 92

magic-like light show and 7-11 songs (7 words repeated 11 times).  These groups have 
influenced millions of young people almost to the cult level - some have even 
categorized them as a cult.  (Frishberg). The media has done the public a favor by 
being enamored with the Hillsong pastors, celebrities (Justin Bieber, Jay-Z, 
Kardashians, Selena Gómez, Hailey Baldwin, Nick Jonas, Kevin Durant, Laura Lents, 
Kyrie Irving, Tyson Chandler, Vanessa Hudgens, Chris Pratt, Bono, Hailee Steinfeld, 
and Joe Jonas) and reporting extensively on the goings - on to the point where the 
public know a lot more about the inner workings of the cult than Hillsong would like.  
For example, here are some of their most blatant New Age Movement/Spirituality 
teachings:


(Source: Church Watcher) 
93

• Their Word of Faith heresy is straight from the New Age and metaphysical cult 
movements  Byrne  (The Secret : The 10th Anniversary Edition)


• Their secret Prosperity heresy and rites stem not from Christianity but from 
the New Age movement, witchcraft, and ancient pagan idolatry (around 
Abraham’s day) 


• Their leadership and teaching model reflect gurus from Hindu sects and 
metaphysical cults (between the 19th and 20th centuries)


 The Scriptures warn how people will not want to listen to accept God’s Message as He has delivered it.  One way is that in the last day people will not be 91

able to handle the sound (healthy medicine) doctrine and will look for teachers who will tell them what they want to hear. (2 Timothy 4:3-4; Isaiah 30:9-13).  
Paul warned in Romans 1:19ff that eventually people would want to become their own god’s by professing to know more than God and becoming.  The result 
would be that God would turn us over to our own appetites and allow us to follow our own thoughts.

  Hillsong’s Vision Sunday 2023: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vA9B6BC1S7A. - Notice the bottle of Merlot wine on the center table along with the 92

loaf of bread.  The entire service is a production show from beginning to end, a pitch for money with the promise of prosperity.  It is in line with NAM.

 Church Watcher. “The World Finally Seeing Hillsong as a New Age Cult.” Church Watch Central, 3 Aug. 2015, churchwatchcentral.com/2015/08/03/the-93

world-finally-seeing-hillsong-as-a-new-age-movement/. Accessed 2 Sept. 2023.
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• The god they preach is more related to the Hindu deity who is unlimited and 
cannot be limited, compared to the Christian God who is limited; (i.e. God 
cannot lie, God cannot murder, etc).


• Their utopian and totalitarian ideology of church growth and community 
reflects the philosophies of the Volk and the Führerprinzip before Nazi 
Germany (visionary leadership)


• Their worship reflects the ideas of ancient Greece and their pagan festivals, 
believing the experiences they create are glimpses into the divine (a form of 
pagan mysticism/spiritism/gnosticism which Jesus spoke against)


• Their teaching on the Holy Spirit (the anointing) is more akin to the ‘Third Eye’ 
sense of the New Age movement, a teaching that bypasses the mind and calls 
things that are not physical into being or seeing into the future 
94

• their teaching on purpose and destiny reflects New Age and Buddhist thought 
on self-actualisation/enlightenment philosophies.


• their general teachings reflecting not Christianity but the world’s latest ideas 
repackaged, twisting the Christian bible to sell the idea where Hillsong needs 
to go (see their Vision Sunday broadcasts)


These megachurches along with their music have had an influence on many 
Christians.  Their money and influence has been funneled into the movie industry in 
some form and fashion - either by financing in part or by publicly endorsing and 
encoring the membership to attend certain movie debuts.  For example, the 2017 
movie The Shack has at least thirteen New Age Movement themes and Joel 
Houston, Hillsong UNITED worship leader who writes a lot of Hillsong worship songs 
and is a major influence on many churches with his worship music said in a recorded 
video: 


“… The reason I believe the people need to see this film, why ‘The Shack’ is perfect 
for right now, is because people are searching for something real. And something 
true. And something that is, uh, more substantial, more valuable, um, than all the 
noise there is, um. There is something beautiful that this film does and it’s been a 
pretty amazing experience, just to be able to participate in it. Just want to 
encourage you, um, you need to see ‘The Shack’ and I don’t say that lightly.

There’s a million films that you can go see. But if there’s one film you see this year, it 
needs to be ‘The Shack’ because not only is it a beautiful story, I believe that it helps 
people see why they’re here, what they’re made for and has the potential to change 
your life. I believe it will. Get out and see it.”


 The third eye, also known as Ajna chakra, is an invisible eye usually located on the forehead. It's power is to boost perception of things that can't be seen by 94

your eyes. This mystical eye is part of what is called "the subtle body," which means that while it can't be seen, it's considered an important force in governing 
how prana (energy) moves within the body. It is one of the seven chakras in Hindu tradition.  
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(Source: Joel Houston, Hillsong United on The Shack, YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=hG-LgEEYF3Q, Uploaded by Atlantic Records 28/02/2017. (Accessed 17/03/2017.))
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe4LM_eKc9ywRmVuBm5pjQg


NOTE to teachers:  This short video documentary is an excellent resource that helps 
understand the origin and direction of NAM.  

http://youtu.be/yyktccr5apU?si=9YYLBvpsoaNCrO2x


The Dark World of New Age Gurus | Documentary


135

http://youtu.be/yyktccr5apU?si=9YYLBvpsoaNCrO2x
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yyktccr5apU
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emotions and thoughts can actually influence real-word events. In other words: if you 
really, truly believe you can beat the lottery and visualize scratching off a winning ticket, 
you can do exactly that. 
 
The secret to The Secret’s success is the effective way Byrne edits her interviews with 
24 so-called ‘teachers’ — prosperity preachers, chiropractic healers, relationship gurus, 
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life coaches, motivational speakers and other empowerment hustlers — into one clear, 
cohesive voice. The teachers, many of whom have large audiences of their own, were 
also instrumental in promoting the DVD, touting it in e-mails to millions of their followers. 
‘The film delivers a timely message in a way that’s accessible, whether or not you’ve 
ever explored this direction before,’ says Hale Dwoskin, one of the two dozen featured 
teachers. Dwoskin, author of the personal growth guide The Sedona Method, believes 
‘the world is hurting and in turmoil. The distance between that trouble and our everyday 
lives has dissipated due to the widespread availability of cable news and the Internet. 
People are ready to find a way out beyond the normal paradigms we all live in.’  
 
Critics of The Secret, and even some fans, are bothered by its obsession with using 
ancient wisdom to acquire material goods. In one segment, a kid who wants a red BMX 
bicycle cuts out a picture in a catalog, concentrates real hard, and is rewarded with the 
spiffy two-wheeler. The Secret"is like having the universe as your catalog,” says Joe 
Vitale, who is called a “metaphysician” in the film but whose website bills him as “Mr. 
Fire” — a marketing consultant with the power to sway consumers with a “hypno-buying 
trance.” “The get-rich-quick parts really bothered me,” says Bodhi Tree buyer Harmony 
Allor . “It’s my hope that people won’t use creative visualization to obtain wealth for 
themselves, but in more positive, altruistic ways.” 
 
The film’s backers say they deliberately aimed to make “wealth enhancement” a major 
element of the project. “We desired to hit the masses, and money is the number one 
thing on the masses’ minds,” says Bob Rainone, a former IBM salesman and telcom 
exec who now serves as Byrne’s U.S. business partner. Wealth enhancement is also 
part of the The Secret’s business plan. Among the spinoff books expected in 2007 are 
The Secret Workbook and a collection of The Secret Success Stories. Byrne will also 
begin filming a sequel to The Secret in January, for an August release; Rainone says it 
will explore “the next step, the next level” in the process of achieving one’s life goals. 
Meanwhile, the original DVD is about to be distributed in Europe and Asia; German, 
Spanish and Portuguese translations are nearly completed, with French, Japanese and 
Chinese to follow..
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